ay 

JDA 

9 847 i illl|8 
A& (il^^^ 



* 

d 

o 
'o 

!* 

w 

4 

*d 

-*- 

^ 

2? 



- 

o 

^ 

rf 
-Ji 

O 

iy 

-w 
d . 

>- -Q 

S o 

s ^ 

^>.^ 

c<CO 




lfe : ^^iyAft^i' : -v: ; ::'^ : -'; ! r'.V\. . ->' ?; / x^:;!;: *^ 

<:*.&* .* r^v^ 1 " - - ;--^>'.- i '- ^ ::i 

? V^ ' ^ 

< ^ f ' - 

'i'.' *^ 4 A 




^: -. 



v*- 

'\ x 



(/ 



A. 

^ 



V 



^ ^ ^ J * 



V^' 



: '> 



S 



\^ 



cy . n 



, yr ^S, 

& r^^v 

\ v " 
,-* ->'^ 

i-- .- 
v 



1 , ->i^s>- ^ -Xf -\ 



J . 



? - 

^r f f* 

-7~ ' 



^ . 

f 



* X *-H., 



>- 



+-\. 
\ 



;// 



\ 



K- 



-Xvj- ^ 

/- 



y^ r"" 

" V 1 ^' 

,>^^ 



v- 



j 



=-U*S~ wt 



/ 



> X 



>, fc 



v v-' 

I s - x 

1 



s 

v. X 



^^iT* 
^* 



\ 
M 



^/ 



s * * 

. ^, 



V 1 



^ 
.,^ y " 



*XS. 



^ 



v 



A i K 



j v 



V >^ 

'\> - *H\ 

> . - :} ~ Vx 
'*>, C/' V 



"N 

C y 



^ '*%~ 
s 



^ 
>** 



j - 



l&^-Uu^ 



-v'' 



/x 



^- w 



/"" 



N *.~--"' 
* x-^-t^ 



A 



/ 

/\ 

^\ 

\- 

*-s, 



7 



Cibc 



of Chicago 
libraries 





A 



AGAINST 



UNITARIAN fit HGFKXNSI AN ERRORS 

' . ' '"''.' '- .. "''.'" 

...-'," - '> 

ADDBESSED TO THE MEMBERS 



OF THE 



NORTH AMERICA, 

"' ' ' '- ' 



V Ji COMMITTEE OF THE ASSOCIATE 

~ - . . 

SYNOD. 

! V 1^. ' . " ~~ . - ' ' . 

Published by order of said 



CARLISLE. Fa: . 

Printed by J. Tizzard and J. Crever. 

"j.826, 



Cbc University or Chicago 
Itibrarics 








AGAINST 



& HOPSINSIAKT 



ADDRESSED TO THE MEMBERS 



OF THE 



BT 



COMMITTEE OF THE ASSOCIATE 



Publislied by order of said SynocL 



CARLISLE. Pa: 

Printed by J. Tizzard and J. Crever. 






A draught of the following warning was read in 
Synod, at their meeting in Pittsburgh, May, 1825 ; 
and having been reviewed by a committee, appoint- 
ed for the purpose, was again read, with the remarks 
of the committee ; approved, and ordered to be prin- 

FEANCIS PRINGLE, Seeretanj. 




1106858 




BRETHREN, 

The history of the times in which we live, will, 
we trust, exhibit to a future generation, many proofs, 
that much has been done for the diffusion of reveal- 
ed truth among mankind, and building up the king- 
dom of the Redeemer upon the ruins of Satan's in- 
terest. It is the ostensible object of a multitude of as- 
sociations to put all the families of the earth, in pos- 
session of the BIBLE, and of the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation. 

At such a time, it might hardly be expected, that 
the labours of any whose talents are employed with 
un wearing diligence to prove the Son of God to be 
only a creature, and thus to rob the church of God of 
all her hope at once, would be so successful as to ren- 
der it needful to warn you against them. This is 
the more remarkable, as all their arguments have 
been often ably refuted since the days of Arius. But 
the patron of error is as shameless in supporting his 
tottering system, as he is indefatigable. It is much to 
be lamented that advocates for this damnable heresy, 
should be found even among those who prof ess to feed 
the sheep of Christ, and that such propositions as the 
following, should be heard both from the pulpit and 
from the press, viz : " That there is one God, one 
mind, one person, one intelligent agent, and only one. 
That the distinction between person and being, is a 
discovery of later ages : that the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity subverts the unity of God, is unnatural and un- 
scriptural. That the Father alone is God,- That 
the doctrine of three persons in the Godhead is not a 
fundamental article in Christianity. That in the a-. 
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postolic writings, not one word is said implying that 
objections were brought against the gospel from the 
doctrine of the Trinity. That the doctrine of the 
trinity is unfavourable to devotion ; it divides the at- 
tention, and "takes from the Father his due. Jesus 
Christ is one npl. one soul, one being ; as truly one 
as we are, and 3s%^tinct from the ope God. The hu- 
man condition aj^Bufferings of Christ, tend strongly 
to exclude from lapa's minds the idea of his proper 
Godhead ; not one^ord in the scripture hints that 
his sufferings owe thellhgffi cacy to his divine nature. 
By God's spirit we me^j|l moral, illuminating, per- 
suasive influence.'^ 

It is not our de^^%rethren, to enter on a formal 
refutation of these%Tors. They have been often re- 
futed in a satisfactory manner ; and if they had not, 
it would be enough to oppose -assertion to assertion. 
We may just observe, that if these assertions be true, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain 
no satisfaction has been made to divine justice for 
our offences there is no Holy Spirit, to create in us 
a clean heart, and we are yet in our sins. If these as- 
sertions be true, we must either bring ourselves to 
believe, that we need no atonement, no renovation" 
of heart, or that we must despair of salvation. If we 
need no attonement, or sanctification of the spirit, it 
must be because we come into the world pure, and be- 
cause if we commit actual sin, God is not so inflexibly 
just, that he cannot pardon sin without a satisfaction. 
But it is obvious that such a conclusion subverts the 
whole Bible. For we may no longer believe that the 
imagination of the thoughts p&man's heart, is only 
evil continually," or "that the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked," "enmity against 
God. and not subject to his law, neither indeejl can 



a- See a sermon preached utthe ordination of J. Sparks, Balumore, ISIS, 
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be ;" no longer pray, "create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me; no longer 
believe that God hath sent forth his Son a propitiation 
for sins through faith in his blood, or that he was 
wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our ini- 
quities ; nor any promises of pardon and acceptance 
for the sake of his righteousness, which have been so 
powerful in purging the conscience of the chief of 
sinners from dead works. Arid thus the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets would be overturned, 
and the house built thereon would tumble into ruins. 

To avoid this glaring opposition to the plain lan- 
guage of inspiration, reason must be set up as the rule 
of interpretation; and then every proposition of scrip- 
ture which reason cannot comprehend is rejected as 
false, or made to speak something different from the 
plain meaning of the words. Of consequence the sa- 
cred volume can no longer be regarded as infallible 
truth, nor the sacred writers as infallibly secured a- 
gainst writing error. * 

Thus by elevating reason, a most useful instrument 
in comparing scripture with scripture, above its pro- 
per place, .the credibility and authority of inspiration 
are overthrown, and only Deism remains. Can such 
a system of belief be favourable to practical godliness? 
It is impossible. It vails the face of a reconciled God 
in Christ. It denies the love of Christ in laying down 
his life for ours. It spurns away the infinite conde- 
scension of the Holy Ghost in dwelling in the heart. 
And by these doctrines alone is* kindled and fed in 
the heart, that flame of love which is the principle, and 
sum of all new obedience. If it be a system which 
inspires no love to God in the heart, it cannot be un- 
favourable to its deep rooted enmity against holiness, 
or to alfjr of the lusts of that enmity, and therefore 
must be in its train. As it denies original de- 



death 

pravity, it gives to man a false idea of his owncha- 
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'racier, and cherishes pride, which is the parent of al- 
most every vice, and is directly the opposite of the gos^ 
pel, wftitfi humbles man to the dust. 

Agairjfcsucli a system, as diametrically opposite to 
the tenoj: the scriptures, hostile to the praise of 
God's fr^grace, and ruinous to immortal souls, we are 
bound toffit a warning voice. In particular, it is op- 
posed to |j|k following words of inspiration. " For 
there areftree that bear record in heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the y^prd. and the Holy Ghost: and these three 
are one."d ^JfGo ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptising tibjpai in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of^flie Holy Ghost."6 " The grace of the 
Lord Jesus ^ffirist, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of tlif Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen."c 
These passagp plainly teach that there are three per- 
sons in the Goi|head, the same in substance, equal in 
power and glof jy-. 

Whether or bt, as is generally believed, the gospel 
of John, was written to bear down the impious efforts 
of Cerinthus against the godhead of our Saviour, it is 
immaterial ; for nli^ing can be more certain than 
that the design of th'algospel is to exhibit, and declare 
the divine glory of Christ, as it shone in his life, mira- 
cles, death and resurrection. Accordingly he com- 
mences with one of the plainest assertions of his di- 
vinity, that is to be found in the scriptures* "In the 
beginning was the word, and the word was with God, 
and the word was God. The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made that was made. 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father. ")e? The same glorious truth is 
equally obvious from a comparison of the twflfollow- 
ing passages. " In the year that king Uzziah died, 1 
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a 1 Joljn 5. 7. b Alalthew 28. 19. c 2 Cor. 13. 14. </ John 1. 1, 2, 3. 14. 
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saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lift- 
ed up, and his train filled the Temple. Above it 
stood the seraphims; each one had six wings ; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he cover- 
ed his feet, and with twain he o\id fly. And one 
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory."# 
" Also I heard the .voice of the Lord, saying^ whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us ? then said I, here 
am I, send me. And he said, go, and tell this people, 
hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, 
but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes." &c. b 
"He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
hearts ; that they should not see with their eyes, and 
understand with their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them. These things said Esaias, when 
he saw his glory," that is, the glory of Christ, " and 
spake of him."c In the first passage, if there be any 
meaning in language, the prophet describes the glory 
of him who is truly and essentially God ; and in the 
last, the apostle applies that description to the person. 
whose history fills his gospel from beginning to end, 
viz : " The word who was God, and who was made 
flesh." 

That our redeemer is God, and also man in one per- 
son, is evident from the following -passages. " Unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the go- 
vernment shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called wonderful, counseller, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, the prince of peace.'VI 
"And without controversy, great is the mystery of 
godliness : God was manifest in the flesh, justified 
in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the gen- 
tiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory."e 



a Isaiah 6. 1, 2, 3. b Isa. 6, 8, 9 10. e John 12 40, 41. tflsa.9.6: 
si Tim. 3. 16. 



That his sufferings do owe their efficacy to his di 
vine nature, is evident from the exhortation of the a- 
postleto the Elders of Ephesus. "Take heed therefore 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. " 

That the Holy Ghost is a distinct person, and God 
equal with the Father and the Son, in everv essential 
perfection, is manifest from the last mentioned pas- 
sage of scripture, and also from the following. "And 
Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lye to the Holy Ghost thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God." "As they ministered unto the 
Lord and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, separate me 
Saul and Barnabas, for the work whereunto I have 
called them, so they, being sent forth by the Holy 
Ghost, departed into Seleucia."c " But the comfor- 
ter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance."^ Suppose the 
terms, "moral, illuminating, persuasive influence," 
were inserted in the above passages instead of Holy 
Ghost, they would most certainly render the lan- 
guage unintelligible. So that to deny that the words 
of these texts express the peculiar attributes of a per- 
son, would be to deny that, there are any words by 
which these attributes can be expressed, or it would 
be to say, that the words used in these passages have* 
110 definite meaning. The above scriptures, brethren, 
so plainly set forth the doctrine of three persons in 
one essence, that it is impossible for language to make 
it plainer. 

While we hold it to be a false, wicked and danger- 
ous principle, to make reason, in its present corrupt 
and imperfect state, the rule of interpreting revela-.' 

^^?j-&,r<r^&&^^&&&&&&&j&&:&&&j&&'iw&&&& 
a Acts 20 28. b Acis 5. 3, 4. c Acts 13, 2. d John 14. 26. 
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tion ; we are far from refusing to reason its proper 
office therein. ., When the Bible is first put into our 
'hands, we are bound to employ all the powers of rea- 
son we possess, in examining those external, as well 
as internal evidences which evince it to be the word 
of God. But having satisfied ourselves as to this point, 
our reason must then be employed under these three 
limitations. that the Bible being the word of God, 
we must take it for granted, that it is all infallibly 
truth, that it is perfectly consistent with itself in 
every part, and that it contains things above our 
comprehension, which are to be believed purely on 
the credit of God speaking in it. 

But there is still a wide scope for the exercise of 
reason, and it is our duty to employ it. We are to 
search the scriptures, and compare scripture with 
scripture. We are to examine the words of scrip- 
ture ; consider their connexion in the passage, the 
design of the writer, and the circumstances of those 
to whom he writes. We are likewise to consider 
his peculiar style, and also the analogy of faith, be- 
fore we come to a conclusion, "Search the scriptures; 
*'for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
"are they which testify of me. "a 

Beware of thinking that because you have been in- 
structed from your youth up, in sound doctrine, you 
are in no danger of imbibing errors, so grossly incon- 
sistent with the scriptures. While the heart con- 
tinues to be deceitful above ail things, and desperate- 
ly wicked, none can be out of danger. While noth- 
ing can be more flattering, to the pride of the human 
heart, than the primary error, on which all the other 
errors of that scheme depend, viz : That reason is the 
-rule and standard of our faith in the scripture, you 
cannot he out of danger. Nothing will more com- 
mend itself to the heart of fallen man than that 



a John 5. 39. 

B 



which promises to make him great ; arid this scheme 7 
allures his affections by all the greatness and honor of 
procuring his own salvation. Add to this, its tenets 
are commonly clothed in the most fascinating arid 
imposing language, by which curiosity is strongly 
excited, suspicions lulled asleep, and persons thus 
affected, are off th eir guard. 

In fine, if you leave the way of truth in any thing, 
it is impossible to tell how far you may be left to go. 
Revealed truth is one entire system, and it is impos- 
sible, to vindicate the denial of one truth, without be- 
ing imperceptibly led on to the denial of another. 
And the mind left to itself would thus proceed from 
One error to another, until it arrive at Atheism. "Pray 
"therefore that ye enter not into temptation, and let 
"him that thinks he standeth fake heed lest he fall." 
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." Error 
at first is often imperceptible, and its progress secret, 
until it reaches the very vitals of the system ; and 
then warnings and testimonies come too late. And 
it never seeks to be admitted in its own true charac- 
ter, by which professing Christians might be put on 
their guard, but under the imposing appearance of 
regard to truth and holiness, by which every appre- 
hension of danger is banished, and the poison allowed 
to work its way into the system, until it has eaten out 
the vitals of practical religion, and prepared men for 
going any length in defection from the truth of the 
gospel. 

This Unitarian doctrine is contrary to the West- 
minster confession of faith, Ch. 2. Sec. 3. "In the 
'unity of the godhead, there be three persons, of one 
"substance, power and eternity: God the Father, God 
"the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of 
"none, neither begotten, nor proceeding. The Son is 
"eternally begotten of the Father : the Holy Ghost 
^eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son." 



[11] 

And to the larger catechism, answer to Question IX. 
v ^There be three persons in the godhead, the Father, 
*;$fee j^n^andd^jE^ are one 

* ; and eternMj&ad^J.]^ substance. -equal in 

"power and gloryY alTEoTigli * distmguisHeS By their 
"personal properties." 

But besides that which has been specified in the 
preceding pages, there is another system of error, to 
which the remarks just made do agree, extensively 
prevailing in the present day ; against which also we 
feel it an imperious duty to warn you. It is gene- 
rally known by the name of Hopkinsianism. We feel 
the necessity of warning you against it the greater, 
that attempts are made, even by such as in charity we 
would judge to be the friends of truth, to persuade 
people, that there is no material difference between 
i it, and that which is contained in the public stan- 
I dards of the Presbyterian Churches, and that it is 
I only a strife about words. The errors of this scheme 
are already condemned in our declaration and testi- 
mony. But as they have been embodied into a sys^ 
tern since the testimony was emitted, we consider it 
our duty to testify against them as a connected whole. 
The following statement does not pretend t& con>- 
tain all the items which belong to the system, but 
only the outlines. But the consequences which fol- 
low from these, are almost numberless, and many of 
them exceedingly important. We are not, however, 
to be understood, as charging all who belong to the 
Hopkinsian school, with all the errors which we are 
about to enumerate as native consequences from its 
leading articles ; and which are indeed avowed by 
the champions of that cause: for we believe that, 
many who have partially embraced that system, 
would be shocked at such consequences. Many 
have embraced some of its leading tenets, who dis- 
claim all connexion with a Hopkmsian creed j and 
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hence it appears in forms somewhat different in dif- 
ferent parts of the church, which makes it extremely^ 

" 



difficultjBO his i own 



| 

ITThe principle which forms me basis of Hopkin- 
sianism is, *' That virtue consists in the love of being 
"as such ;" more particularly, "That all virtue or ho- 
"liness consists in disinterested benevolence, and all 
"sin in selfishness''^ From this stem shoot outthese 
branches. 

1 st. "That the glory of God is the primary and chief 
"and greatest good of the universe; the next grand ob- 
ject of God's love, purposes and works."# This pro- 
position is susceptible of a sound' interpretation view- 
ed by itself; but when viewed in connexion with the 
definition of the glory of God given in a succeeding 
article, it appears a very different thing; almost the 
reverse of what it would be understood to express 
fey aCalvinist. 

II. That God is not to himself all-sufficient, but is 
dependent on his creatures for the perfection of his 
happiness, c 

III. That God is possessed of affections, not figu- 
ratively, but literally .d " - 

IV. That the glory of God consists in his moral ex- 
cellence, that is, love and goodness, not in his natural 
perfections, and the latter derive their glory from 
the former. e 

. In opposition to these sentiments we assert. 



a See Emmuns a,-d Strong. N. B. The refer er.<s to Strong, are 
to a work entitled, Benevolence and Misery, by Nathan Stroag D. 
D. publiehpci at Hartford, 1796. References t Emmons, are to two 
Volumes of Sermons ; the first published at Wrentham, Ma'ssachu- 
se-s in I8('0 : and the second at Boston in 18 i. To the former s 
we shall refer under the title ol Vol. I., and to the latter under the 
titieofVol.il. 
; "6 Kramonsand Strong passim. 

-c Emmons Vol. I. page 120, 121. d Vol. I. page 110=rll6--48r, 
&c. e Vol. 1. page 125 i 32, iss. 
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1st. That sin is any breach of God's law in thought, 
word and deed ; and holiness consists in conformity 
to the law. "Whosoever committeth sin transgress- 
"eth also the law ; for sin is the transgression of the 
"law." According to the scripture representation 
of sin, it consists in the -want of the image of God in 
which man was created, and in the want of all holi- 
ness, in the possession of this image, which is restored 
to the soul by the renovating power of the Holy 
Spirit ; or, in other words, in the want of conformity 
to the revealed will of God, in heart and life. "Be 
"renewed in the spirit of your mind ; arid that you 
"put on the new man, which after God is created* in 
"righteousness and true holiness."Z> "And have put. 
C 5on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge af- 
"ter the image of him that created him."c Therefore 
to restrict sin to selfishness, and holiness to benevo- 
lence, is a simplification sanctioned neither by the 
common sense of mankind, nor by the word of God. 
: 3d. That the glory of God is the chief and highest 
end of all God's operations, as this glory consists in the 
display of all the perfections of his nature ; and that 
the happiness of his creatures is in all cases subordi- 
nate to this, and regulated by it. * The Lord hath 
"made all things for himself, yea, even the wicked 
"for the day of evil.'W "For q him, and through him 
' "and to him, are all things, to whom be glory for ever, 



"amen."e 



3d. That while God in holy sovereignty is pleased 
to employ his creatures in the promotion of his decla- 
rative glory, he is in himself all-sufficient, and in no- 
thing is his happiness dependent on them. His hap- 
piness is infinite, and is incapable either of addition 
or diminution by any possible change among the 
creatures. To say that he is in any respect depen- 



a\ John S. 4. 6Eph. 4. 23, 24. cCoI. 3. 10 -=Larger Catechism, 
answer to Question 24. d PrcTv. 15, 4. e Horn. 11. 35. 
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2ent, is to say that he is not God. " Can a man be 
profitable to God, as he that is wise may be profita- 
ble to himself ? Is it any pleasure to the Almighty., 
that thou art righteous ? Or is it gain to him, that 
thou makest thy way perfect. " 

4th. That when God is represented as having the 
affections of men, the language is figurative, and is, 
used in accommodation to our weakness, and in rekr 
tion to the effects produced. This is a necessary con- 
sequence of his absolute immutability ; for all these 
affections infer change in him who is the subject of 
them. 

>5th. That the glory of God, so often mentioned in 
the scriptures, consists in the possession and display 
of all the perfections of his nature rof his power, wis- 
dom, justice, holiness, immutability, &c. as much as 
of his love and goodness. Nor is there any warrant 
-from scripture, to say that the former derive their 
glory from the latter, or the reverse. They are all 
equally essential to his glory, which is infinite, and 
therefore indivisible ; though, from the limited na^ 
ture of our capacity, we must think and speak of it, as 
if it consisted of many parts. 

II. Another article of this system is, that not the 
will of God, but the nature and fitness of things, lay 
the foundation of moral* obligation. 

For that God himself is, in his will and conduct, 
subject to the nature of things.6 And upon the same 
principle they say, that natural ability in the creature 
to know and obey the will of God, is necessary to 
moral obligation, and to the measure of it.c 

Butthe^truth is. 

1st. Tliat the will of God as made known to men,, 
is the foundation of moral obligation ; and that all 



a Job 22 23 Confession of Faith chap 2. Section 1. 2 b Strong 328. 
Emmons Vol. I page 63, 70 Vol. U, page 239, 241. c Vol.' I page 269 fc 
270. Vol. II, page 166 168 199. 



Christian obedianee must proceed from a regard to 
God's authority commanding ; because it is the for- 
mal reason of all holy obedience. Therefore his will 
must be the foundation of obligation. The question is 
not, what is agreeable to the nature of things ? But v 
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?" If the con" 
trary were true, then might acceptable obedience be 
performed without any respect to the authority of the. 
lawgiver, which is absurd. 

2d. That the authority of God, whp is Lord of the 
conscience, and not the natural ability of the creature, 
must measure the extent of moral obligation. 
Though in a state of innocence, these two harmonized, 
the case is greatly altered since the fall. But surely 
the loss of ability in the creature, does not infer a 
change in God's right to command. If it does, then 
the more a man incapacitates himself by his crimes 
for obeying, the less would be his obligation to obey : 
and it might be possible for him to arrive at such a 
stage of wickedness, that he would be incapable of 
sinning. " For where no law is, there is no trans- 



gression." 



But this error is evidently designed to prepare the 
way for another in the system, hereafter to be specifi- 
ed, respecting the extent of men's natural ability. If 
the powers of fallen nature cannot reach the law, 
this accommodating scheme will bring down the law 
to their own level. On this subject, see Confession of 
Faith, Chap. 16. Sect. 1. 3. 

III. Another tenet held by the pupils of this school, 
is, that the scriptures lay no just foundation for the 
doctrine of the eternal generation of the Son, or the 
eternal procession of the Holy Spirit, in the blessed 
Trimty.tf 

On this subject, brethren, we are aware of the dan- 
ger of darkening counsel by words without know 
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ledge. It is one of those mysterious subjects which 
the powers of reason cannot comprehend. Therefore 
all attempts to bring it down to our comprehension 
by metaphysical reasonings, how specious and refin- 
ed soever, are to be condemned. But we know that 
the scriptures clearly teach that the Saviour is the 
Son of God by generation, and not by office ; and if 
by generation, it must be eternal. To this purpose 
we read Micah, 5. 2. "And thou Beth-lehem, Eph- 
"ratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
"Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me 
"that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth have 
"been from of old, from everlasting." There is refer- 
ence in this text to two goings forth of this ruler or 
Idng, one from Bethlehem, by his birth of 'the Vir- 
gin ; the other, his goings forth from the Father by 
eternal generation ; expressed in the plural, to de- 
note its excellence and perfection ; the word render- 
ed "goings forth," being used for the issuing or pro- 
ceeding of children from both parents. See also, 
!Prov. 8. 22. "The Lord possessed me in the beginning 
of his way, before his works of old." This is a des- 
cription of Christ's natural and original character as 
the Son of God ; which is exhibited as laying the 
foundation of his mediatorial character, described in 
verse 23. "I v 7 as set up (or anointed) from ever- 
lasting." The Hebrew word rendered "possessed," 
is of ten used for the acquisition or possession of chil- 
dren by a parent, and to this agrees what follows, 
verses 24 and 25. " When there were no depths, I 
was brought forth," (or begotten). " When there 
"were no fountains abounding with water. Before 
"the mountains were settled ; before the hills were I 
"brought forth." Agreeably to this, Christ is repre- 
sented as being the Son of God, independent of his 
being given for our transgressions ; and his being so. 
is often mentioned as the most affecting evidence of 
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jGkxTs love in giving him. " God so loved the world 
^'that he gave Ms only hegotton Son,"a But if he 
were not his only hegotton Son before he was thus 
given, this consideration would entirely lose its force. 

In like manner, the scripture teacheth with equal 
clearness the procession of the Holy Spirit. " But 
"when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
"unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth 
^which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify 
"of me."6 These two articles, the generation of the 
Son, and the procession of the Spirit, are so connect- 
ed, that they must stand or fall together; If the pro- 
cession of the Spirit refer only to his office, so must 
the generation of the Son to his; and the reverse. But 
that they are predicated, not of their office, but of 
their persons, and are essential thereto, the scriptures 
clo certainly teach, and the orthodox in all ages have 
most firmly believed. And we cannot but regard 
this article in the Hopkinsian creed, as having too 
friendly an aspect towards that of the Unitarian. 
r IV. Their doctrine on the divine decrees is, First, 
That God is sovereign in election, but chooses and 
reprobates from motives of public good.c Secondly, 
that the decree of reprobation consists in God's de- 
termining to fit a definite number of mankind for 
eternal damnation, as the counterpart to election,^ 
Thirdly^, That the divine agency is as positively en> 
ployed in men's bad volitions and actions, as in their 
good.e 

In opposition to these sentiments, we observe. 
. 1 st. That the sovereignty of God in election, is al- 
together incompatible with the influence of any mo- 
tives, but his own free and gracious will. The scrip- 
tures uniformly represent him as acting according 



a John 3. 16 b John 15. 26. See Confession of Faith, Chap 2, Section 
3 c Strong, page 123125328. d Emmons, Vol. 1, page 386 394, 
c Emmons, Vol. I, page 225228230. Vol. II page 39, 4044. 
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to the council of his OWH will both in choosing and 
refusing. ''For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
tc on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
"compassion on whom I will have compassion. So 
"then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
"runneth, but of God that. shew T eth mercy." "There- 
"fore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
"and whom he will he hardeneth." "Nay, but, O 
"man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall 
"the thing formed say to him that formed it, why 
"hast thou made me thus? Hath not the Potter pow- 
"er over the clay, of the same lump to make orieves- 
Xi sel to honour, and another to dishonour ?" "Hav- 
"ing predestinated us to the adoption of children by 
"Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good plea- 
"sure of his will." "Having made known unto us the 
''mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure,- 
"which he hath purposed in himself. "In whom 
"also, we have obtained an inheritance, being predes- 
tinated according to the purpose of him, who work^; 
"eth all things after the counsel of his own will. "6 
If he be actuated by motives of public good, or any 
motive out of himself, he cannot be either indepen- 
dent or sovereign. c 

2d. That the scriptures do not warrant us to say, 
that the decree of reprobation is the counterpart to 
that of election, in respect of the Divine' Agency ; 
or that it consists in God's determining to fi&tiefinite 
number of mankind for eternal damnation. For this 
doctrine seems to imply that the definite number 
referred to, are in and of themselves unfit for damna- 
tion, .till God by his positive influence and efficiency 
make them fit for it; that in themselves, and as born 
into the world, they are holy and accepted before. 
God. and that it is not on account of their guilty statQ, 
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fyy nature, or by any act or actions of their own, 
that they are fitted for damnation, hut by the p^ i- 
tive influence and agency on their minds inclining 
and moving them to sin, and positively fitting them 
for damnation. 

In opposition to this, the scripture teaches that hoth 
in the act of election and reprohation, the whole hu^ 
inan family were viewed hy God as guilty, depraved, 
and deserving damnation. "By one man, sin enter- 
"ed into the world, and death hy sin, and so death 
"passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." "By 
"the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
^condemnation.''^ And still more apposite to our 
purpose are these words of the Apostle. "Hath not 
"the potter power," or just authority, "over the clay, 
"of the same lump, to make one vessel to honour, 
"and another to dishonour." Where the lump, or 
mass, signifies the whole human race, as corrupted 
and depraved ; and God the sovereign, represented 
by the potter, has, according to the text, just authori- 
ty to make, that is, to ordain one vessel of this cor- 
rupt mass to honor, and to ordain another to dishon- 
our, that is, to punishment. Hence the different 
language used respecting the two great classes of 
mankind. "What if God willing to shew his wrath 
"and to make his power known, endured with much 
"long suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion." Where it is by no means said, that God fits 
them for destruction, but they are considered as al- 
ready fitted for destruction, during the period that 
God in his long suffering bears with them. Where*- 
as, on the cither side the apostle speaks of God's 
"making known the riches of his glory on the ves- 
"sels of mercy, which he," God himself, " had afore 
^prepared unto glory." 



a Rom, 5. 12 IS 9 21. b Rom. 9, 22, 23. 
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3d. God neither has nor can have any positive a- 
gericy in producing or promoting the sin inherent in 
sinful volitions or actions. The agency or influence 
exercised in or about the wicked actions of the crea- 
ture, is confined entirely to the action simply and 
abstractly considered as action, or the active exertion 
of the natural powers of body or mind. To this a- 
lone the positive divine agency is confined. And 
in explaining the influence or agency of God hires* 
pect to sinful actions or volitions, we must care- 
lully distinguish between the action itself simply and 
abstractly considered, and the sinfulness of the ac- 
tion. The first, or the. action itself, is produced by 
the influence or agency of God ; but the last, or the 
sinfulness of the action, proceeds from the creature 
alone, and neither is, nor can be the effect of God's 
positive agency, as all the natural and moral good- 
ness of the creature is. For if it were the effect of 
God's positive agency, he could not but approve of 
it as his own work. All that he does as a God of in- 
finite purity inust have the stamp of holiness impres- 
sed upon it. Hence the scriptures tell us, that "God 
"cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
"any man, but every man is tempted, when he is 
"drawn away of his own lust and enticed. "a ; 

It is. arrogant presumption to attempt to compre- 
hend or explain what is above the powers of the f hu- 
man mind in this life, and may perhaps be so in the 
next ; and if explained would be of no practical uti- 
lity. That there is a perfect consistency between 
the Divine agency, and the free exercise of the hu 
man will, reason decides, and revelation confirms the 
decision ; but this seems to be the farthest that rea- 
son can go in this mysterious subject; That the fact 
is so, we are well assured, but how it is so, is one of 
those secret things which it is the prerogative of God 
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only to know and understand. Instead therefore of 
Vainly intruding into those things which we have not 
seen, it is our duty to adore with humility where 
comprehension fails, to believe implicitly what God 
has seen fit to reveal, and \vith that to rest satisfied. 
Far be it from us to charge any with consequences 
which they do not hold ;"but we warn you against 
the contamination of this error, as having a native 
tendency to take away the distinction between vice 
and virtue, between sin and holiness, and to intro- 
duce absolute fatalism. See Confession of Faith. 
Chap. 3d. Sect. 5 7. 

V. Another class of errors in this scheme respects 
the doctrine of imputation. Its advocates affirm, 

1st. That Adam's first sin is not imputed to his 
posterity, nor are they under condemnation for it.a 

2d. 'That there is no depravity derived from Adam 
as our federal head, nor from our parents by natural 
.generation.6 

In opposition to this we assert. 

1st. That there was a covenant made with Adam, 
in which he was constituted the representative of all 
his natural descendants, and consequently there was 
a real and proper imputation of his first sin to them, 
bringing them under guilt and condemnation. 
That there was such an imputation, appears from the 
express declaration of scripture. "By one man sin 
"entered into the world, and death by sin ; and so 
"death passed upon all men, for that all have sin- 
a ned." "Through the offence of one many are dead." 
"The judgment was by one to condemnation." "By 
f one man's offence, death reigned by one." " By 
"the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation." "By one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners."c These passages intimate that 
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there was such a connexion between us and Adaritj 
as involves us in -the guilt of his fall, and on that 
ground exposes us to the wrath of God on account 
of it. 

All reasoning on this question from parallels 
drawn between this transaction, and those which 
take place between man and man, are calculated 
more to mislead than to enlighten ; because no man 
can stam] in the same relation to his fellow man, in. 
which God stands to the human family ; or possess 
the same absolute authority over him which God 
possesses over all men. 

' 2d. That depravity of nature as well as guilt, is 
derived to us from Adam as our federal head ; and 
as our confession expresses it, "death in sin and cor- 
"rupted nature are conveyed to all his posterity, desr 
"cending from him by ordinary generation."^ On 
this head the scripture is clean "Adam begat a son in 
"his own likeness, after his image."6 "Who can bring 
4i a clean thing out of an unclean; not one."e "What- 
^is man that he should be clean, and he that is born 
"ofa woman that he should be righteous."*/ "Be- 
"hold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
^mother conceive me."e 

As this scheme is erroneous as to the origin, and 
channel of depravity, so is it also, as to the true seat 
of it 'For its advocates. 

VI. Assert. 1st That depravity resides only in 
the will, and that man's intellectual powers are as 
free from depravity since the fall, as Adam's were 
before it./ 

2d. That man has a full natural ability to obey 
all the commands of God, or exercise any grace.g 1 

3d. That regeneration is not a supernatural work; 



a Confession of Faith. Chap. 6 S'-c 2 tie.>. 5 3. c Job 14 4 . djob 
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that it consists not in giving anew nature or dis- 
position, but a new exercise of our natural faculties, 
and therefore we are not passive in it, but active.^ 

In opposition to these views, we assert. 

1st* That the scriptures uniformly represent the 
corruption of human nature as extending to the 
whole man, as darkening the understanding as well 
as debasing the will and affections. "Having the un- 
derstanding darkened, being alienated from the life 
"of God through the ignorance that is in them, be- 
"cause of the blindness of their heart."Z> "But he that 
"hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in 
"darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, be- 
"cause that darkness hath blinded his eyes."c "The 
Alight shineth in darkness, and the darkness eom- 
"prehended itnot.'V? "Ye w r ere sometime darkness."e 
Hence , the . illumination of the understanding is re- 
presented as an important part of the Spirit's work 
in effectual calling. "God who commanded the 
"light to shine out of darkness hath shined in our 
"hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
f'glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.'/ "That 
"the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
A glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and 
"revelation in the knowledge of him ; the eyes of 
"your .understanding being enlightened ; that ye 
"may know what is the hope of his calling, and what 
"the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 



3d. That men in an unregenerate state are dead 
In trespasses and sins, and utterly unable to repent, 
believe or perform any other function of the spiritu- 
al life. "No man," says the Saviour, "can come to 
<'me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 
7i If it were meant, that men have the same 



cldem Vol. I, page 261 268 454 467. Vol. II, page 160 163 166 
168172178180, 181199. Eph. 4. 18. c I John ?. 11. t /j ijn 
1. 5. ^ Eph. 5.8. /H Cor, 4. 6 .SfEph. 1. 17, 18 h John 6 44.. 



L 4 ] 

physical judgment and memory before, as after, re= 
generation, and that * regeneration confers no new 
reasoning, powers, we would find no fault with the 
1 expressions used. But an attentive observation of 
the reasoning employed in support of the principles 
referred to, will satisfy any unprejudiced person, that 
nothing more or less is meant than the Old Armi- 
nian doctrine of salvation being left to depend on the 
sinner's free will. Whereas salvation is declared to 
be "not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
%ut of God that she'weth mercy."a "It is God that 
"worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
u pleasure."6 

3d. That while regeneration, in the case of adult 
persons, is effected by the instrumentality of the 
word, it is wholly a supernatural work of an Al- 
mighty Agent ; A work which does not call into 
operation a life already possessed, but implants a 
principle of spiritual life which did not before exist 
in the soul. Hence it is expressed by being "creat- 
"ed again in Christ Jesus. "c "If any man be in 
"Christ, he is a new creature. "c? It is produced by 
the same Almighty power, which was put forth in 
raising Christ from the dead. Whence.it follows, 
that though the sinner is spiritually active in the 
conversion which, in the order of nature, follows re- 
generation, yet in regeneration itself he is necessari- 
ly passive.e 

VII. The doctrines of this system on the atone- 
ment, are 

1st. That the atonement of Christ was a great 
governmental transaction, for the purpose of dis- 
playing the divine character, and the moral system? 
with its obligations, and making it consistent for God 
to forgiye and save just as many as he pleased/ 
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That Christ died for all men, by making ail 
atonement for sin ; and that in some sense he died 
for them that perish. 

3d. That Christ did not die in the room and stead 
of any ; nor purchase the salvation of any definite 
number by a vicarious death .b . 

4th. That the Son of God did not unite himself to 
the human nature, but only to the particular man, 
Jesus Christc ~ 

'5th. That Christ did not suffer the penalty of the 
law. or endure the same kind of sufferings which the 
tinpardoned sinner must suffer.^ : 

6th. That the forgiveness of sins is the only favour 
which God bestows on Christ's account, and that 
while Believers are justified entirely on Christ's ac- 
count, they are rewarded for all their virtuous ac- 
tions entirely on their own account.e 

7th. That Christ's obedience was performed on 
his own account, and not on that of sinners./ 

8th. That Christ's atonement consists in his suf- 
ferings, and neither partly nor wholly in his obedi- 
ence.g '.... 

9th. That there is no warrant in scripture to as- 
cribe one part of justification to Christ's sufferings., 
and the other to his obedience.^ 

In opposition^ to these tenets we assert. 

1. That there was a covenant of grace made with 
the Lord Christ, in which he was constituted a repre- 
sentative of the elect, & engaged to redeem them from 
sin and wrath, and to bring them to glory. "In hope 
"of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promised 
^before the world began."e "I appoint," or dispose* 
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed,' 5 



s 



a Idem 224240327332 b Idem 143154224240263270. 
c 161165., / Idem 156, 157163, 164322 e Emmons Vol. II, page 
216219224, 225228 /West on atonement, Chapier 5. g Emmons 
Vol. II, page 228,229. A Idem. f.Tit. 1.2. 

B 



C26] 

r disposed, "unto me."a "When thou shalt make? 
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed."d 

II. That in order to fulfill the condition of this co- 
venant he assumed human nature into personal u- 
xiion with hisdivine person. ''Forasmuch then,'as the 
"children are partakers of flesh and blood, he. also 
"himself likewise took part of the same; that through 
4s deat.h he might destroy him that had the power of 
"death, that is. the devil : and deliver them who 
"through Tear of death, were all their life-time sub-" 
* ; ject to bondage. Frr verily he took not on him the 
"nature of angels : hut he took on him the seed of 
"Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
"to be made like unto his brethren: that he might be. 
6i a merciful and faithful High Priest. "c 

III. That the righteousness which he wrought out, 
included both his obedience to the precept of the 
law, and his enduring its penalty. Christ was made 
iinder the law, and it exacted the whole of those de- 
mands 'from him which it made upon the sinner, - 
Hence it is said, "he will magnify the law and make 
* ; it honourable."*/' And that "he hath redeemed us 
"from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
i us."e And he is said to be "the end of the law for 
^righteousness to every one that believeth.'y His 
obedience and sufferings cannot be separated ; for iri 
obeying he suffered, and iri suffering he obeyed. - 
"He became obedient unto death, even the death of 
C; the cross."^ But though they cannot be separated, 
they are very properly distinguished, as meeting the 
two fold claim of the law upon the sinner. As he 
did not suffer, so he did riot obey on his own account^ 
each of them was a part of that righteousness by 
which the sinner is justified. 

IV. That the atonement made by the Lord Jesus 
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Was particular and definite ; being made for every 
one of those whom God from eternity chose to salva- 
tion, and for them alone. 

Our subordinate standards, in full agreement with 
the word of God. exhibit election, redemption, ef- 
fectual calling, and the bestowment of eternal glo- 
ry, as of equal extent. They exhibit the atonement 
of Christ as the medium through which God deter- 
mined to bestow salvation on his chosen, and that 
it completely answered this design. 

If the atonement was made for men in general, it 
will follow, that there was no definite particular num- 
ber of mankind elected to eternal life ; that in ar- 
ranging the plan of salvation, the ailwise God left 
the event entirely dependent on freewill, which 
therefore is the only cause that makes one sinner dif- 
fer from another. But this is not the doctrine of scrip- 
ture. Those for whom Christ died are "his sheep," 
*'his people," -"those who were given to him by the 
"Father"- "he prays for them, he prays not for the 
world."- "He gives them eternal life, and they shall 
"never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of 
"his hand." "Whom he did foreknow, he also did 
"predestinate to be confirmed to the image of his 
*'Son moreover, whom he did predestinate, them 
"he also called ; and whom he called, them he also 
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justified ; and whom he justified, them he also glo- 
rified."a 

The giving of his well beloved Son for them is re- 
presented as the highest evidence of love to them 
which the Father could give, and which it certainly 
could not be to those who shall continue for ever 
children of wrath and heirs of hell. 

To say that the atonement is indefinite, as being 
made, not for sinners, but for sin or sins in the ab- 
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stract, conveys no distinct idea to the mind whatever. 
In common language, no man speaks of making an 
atonement for an offence^ unconnected with the of- 
fender. When an atonement is said to he made for 
an offence, it is always understood that the offender's 
guilt is removed, and he restored to favour. In like 
manner, the scriptures always speak of the atone- 
ment of Christ, as connected with the expiation of 
the sinner's guilt. "He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions ; he was bruised for our iniquities." "He 
"bare our sins in his own "body on the; tree." In a 
word, if Christ died for all represented by Adam, 
either all will infallibly be saved, or the designs of the 
Almighty, Allseeing Jehovah will be frustrated by 
the depravity of the human heart, 

V. That believers receive the benefits of Christ's 
mediation by the imputation of his righteousness. 
Their sins were imputed to him. "The Lord laid 
"on him the iniquities of Us all ;" consequently his 
righteousness is imputed to them for their justifiea^ 
tion. They are freed from guilt, not by the law of 
God making any compromise of its claims, but by 
the bringing in of a righteousness Which fully meets 
them, and by the imputing of that righteousness to 
them, so that they are legally dealt with, as if they 
had performed it themselves. Accordingly the 
Apostle speaks of "the blessedness of the man un- 
"to whom God imputeth righteousness without 
"works.'V There was a legal transfer of their sins 
to him, and of his righteousness to them. "He hath 
"made him to be sin for us who knew no sin; that we 
"might be made the righteousness of God in him."fe 
The denial of the imputation of Adam's first trans-: 
gression, leads to the denial 'of the imputation of 
thrist's righteousness to us, and of our sins to him j. 
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and the denial of these overturns the whole system 
of revealed truth. 

VI. The forgiveness of sin is not the only blessing 
bestowed on Christ's account : all spiritual blessings, 
whether grace here or glory hereafter, are the fruits 
of his purchase. Believers being accepted in the be- 
loved, have a title to all new covenant blessings, as 
the fruit of the purchase of his blood. The promise 
of eternal life made by God, wlio cannot lie, before 
the world began, includes the whole of salvation 
from first to last. This promise was made to Christ 
the surety, and in him to all the heirs of glery. And 
Christ having by his obedience and sufferings fulfill- 
ed the condition on which it was suspended, the jus- 
tice and faithfulness of God are pledged for its ful- 
filment. Therefore the believer is as exclusively 
indebted to Christ for ever^advance towards heaven, 
as for the pardon of his sins, in the day when he was 
brought into a new covenant relation with his of- 
fended God. See Confession of Faith, Chapter VlIIj 
>ection I, to the end of the chapter. " ; 

1 "VIII. From some of the preceding errors bij this 
scheme, the following things may be deduced. 

1st. That there is no propriety in directing sin- 
ners to go to Christ for a new heart or sanctifying 
grace. a '> 

2d. That forgiveness of sins in this life is not total 
but partial.6 

3rd. That faith is subsequent to the exercise of 
love, repentance, humility, &c. ; and that these ex- 
ercises are in the order of nature before justifica- 
tion.c 

In opposition to these sentiments, we assert. 

I. That it is the mdispensible duty of ministers of 
the gospel, to direct sinners to Christ for all promised 
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blessings. It Is in him alone that the promises of 
God are yea and amen. Do sinners need a new 
Iheart ? It is in him they will find the promises ful- 
filled. "A new heart also will I give yon, and a new 
"spirit will 1 put within you ; and I will take away 
^the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you 
"an heart of flesh. V Do they need sanctification to 
their corrupt nature ? "Christ Jesus,, who of God is 
"made unto us wisdom, righteousness, and sanctifica- 
lion."6 "We are complete in him."c Surely then to 
him alone are sinners to be directed for every thing 
needful to preparathem for glory. 

II. That the paid on of sin which is bestowed in 
justification, is conmlete and irrevocable. "And you 
"being dead inyoui^ns, and the uncircumcision of 
"your flesh, hath fi|lgmkened together with him., 
^having forgiven you T^Jpespasses.'W Shorter Ca- 
techism, Answer to Question 33. 

III. That faith is the first act of the renewed soul^ 
and the only instrument of a sinner's justification. r 
And although repentance, love and other kindred 
graces, cannot be separated from faith in order of 
lime, yet in the order of nature, they are subsequent 
to its' exercise. There can be no true love to God in 
the heart, till by faith we are in some degree per- 
suaded of his reconciliation to us in Christ Nor can 
there be any evangelical repentance, till the eye of 
faith is directed to the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. The sinner must first look tQ 
Jesus whom he has pierced, and then he will mourn 
fter a godly sort. Larger Catechism, Answer to 
Question 76. 

IX. This system, as a consequence of its radical 

principle, viz : That virtue consists in disinterested. 

enevolence, teaches, that all penitent, sinners must 
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be willing to suffer the wrath and curse of God for 
ever, on the supposition that it were necessary for the 
glory of God, and the public good.a 

In opposition to this, the doctrine of the word is,. 
& We love him, because he first. loved us."6 And it 
lio where requires us to be so disinterested, as, upon, 
any condition whatever, to be willing to be eternally 
miserable. It is true, that every sinner who is duly 
convinced of his unworthiness and guilt, sees that 
God might justly condemn him forever; but the con- 
viction of the justice of a sentence is widely different 
from a willingness to have it executed. To be will- 
Ing to be eternally miserable in a state of separation, 
from Qod, implies a willingness to be eternally under; 
the influence of enmity against hiin ; a strange evi- 
dence truly of disinterested love to him, The truth, 
is, we can scarcely read a page of the Bible, without 
finding a regard to our own happiness in time and 
through eternity, urged upon us as a subordinate 
motive to obey the will of God. Even Qhrist, for the 
joy that was set before him, endured the cross, and 
despised the shame, and in running the race set be- 
fore us, we are called to look unto him.c Confession 
<bf Faith, Chapter 1 6, Section 2. 

X. This system teaches, as to the Gospel offer. 

1st. That the gospel promise is not directed to the 
iinregenerate to warrant them as such to believe, but 
to the regenerate.*/ 

2d. That gospel promises are not unconditional, 
iior will God accept the sinner, but upon condition" 
of his actual state of grace. These conditions are in- 
deed operated in us by the Holy Spirit, but yet God. 
will not accept us, till we find the requisite condi- 
tions in ourselves.e 
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3d. /That faith must not be founded on the fre& 

S)spel offer, but on evidence that we have love tei 
od.a 

4th. That there is no assurance in saving faith| 
but what arises from the evidence of our actual ex- 
ercise of grace. b 

In opposition to which, observe. 

1st. That the promises of the gospel are directed 
and addressed to sinners indefinitely, unregenerate as 
well as regenerate ; and the divine testimony of 
grace, as well as the divine command, furnish a war- 
rant to believe. Were this not the case, no unre- 
gpnerate man could be condemned for unbelief, be- 
cause the promise to be believed, is not addressed to 
him ; no gospel hearer could believe a single pro- 
mise, until lie was actually assured that he was in. a 
state of grace ; nor could any sinner come short of 
the heavenly rest, through not believing the promise 
of it. 

2d. That the promises of^the gospel are, strictly 
speaking, unconditional to us, the condi^on of them 
being fulfilled by Christ. When we by faith accept 
of his perfect righteousness-, we are considered as 
having in him legally fulfilled it also. "I will be to 
fi them a God, and they shall be to me a people," is 
the promise of the gospel, and it is ' c wine and milk 
* without money and without price." The senti- 
ment we are opposing therefore not only restricts the 
gospel offer, which the scriptures leave entirely free^ 
but leads the sinner to a legal confidence, if not in 
Something done by him. at least in something done 
in him. 

3d. That the warrant of faith is the free offer of 
the gospel, and not any evidence of our love, or any 
other holy disposition. The peculiar character of 



., a Idr.m V:,L II.. page- 107115321 b Idem Vol. II, page 284288. 
<?Strong 350. Emmons Vol. II, page 291. 



133] 

faith is determined by the specific character of the 
testimony on which it rests. But the testimony of 
our own hearts is human testimony, and therefore 
cannot he the basis of a divine faith. If the senti- 
ment in question be correct, it would follow, that 
there can be no exercise of faith, until love be so 
Strong in its exercise, as to be thereby clearly per- 
ceptible ; and that we may love God, whom yet 
we do not believe, which is absurd. According to this 
scheme, there can be no such thing, as "he who walks 
w in darkness and has no light, trusting in the name 
"of the Lord." Alas, when his frames and feelings 
fail and sink, he ceases to be a believer, because the 
foundation of his faith is gone. Shorter Catechism 
Answer to Question 31. 

4th. That there is an assurance in the nature of 
faith, distinct from that arising from the evidence of 
saving grace in our own hearts, and independent on 
that evidence. *The confounding of these two has 
created much confusion on this important subject. 
The assurance which faith contains is in exact pro- 
portion to its strength in resting on the foundation, 
and that is the testimony of God, "that he hath given 
"to us" (in the offer) "eternal life ; and this life is in 
i; his Son."a T n . e assurance arising from the evi- 
dence of grace within us, is not of faith, but of sense ; 
and is properly the result of self-examination ; and 
must rise and fall in proportion as this evidence is 
satisfactory or otherwise. It does not answer the 
question. Have I a warrant to believe ? But this, 
Have I believed already? Faith rests on the pro- 
mises of a faithful God, arid laying hold on these, can 
say. "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." 

To set forth the promises of the gospel as condi- 
tional, and restricted to the regenerate, is, in other 
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words, to tell sinners to stand off from Christ, till they 
find something in themselves encouraging them to 
come near. Whether the pre-requisite condition he 
of their own working, or of another's, is immaterial. 
As, in either case, it is inconsistent with the freedom 
of the gospel offer, unbelief and self confidence will 
be cherished. 

When the tenets of this system are viewed in con- 
nexion, it is manifest that the same spirit runs through 
the whole. It is not the will of God, hut the nature 
and fitness of things, that is the foundation of moral 
ohligation. It is not the testimony of God in his 
word, hut the testimony of oiir own heart, that is the 
hasis of faith. This is surely to make man indepen- 
dent of God, and to make the authority of God speak- 
ing in his word of none effect. Confession of Faith, 
Chapter 8, throughout. 

XI. Another error of this system is, that there is 
no other than a moral union hetween Christ and be- 
lievers.ct . 

It is not very easy to understand what is meant by 
the phrase, "moral union," hut it is evidently intend- 
ed to prepare the way for the errors specified above., 
viz : That Christ did not die as a sacrifice of substi- 
tution in the room of his people ; that their guilt 
was not imputed to him, nor his righteousness to 
them ; that his obedience was not performed for 
their justification ; and that they do not receive any 
favour on his, account, except the forgiveness of sins. 

In opposition to this w r e assert. 

That the union between Christ and believers is 
compared to that between husband and wife ;6 be- 
tween the head and members ; and between the vine 
and its branches.c TJie believer is represented as 
being in Christ, dwelling in Christ, and Christ in^ 
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tiini.0 He is crucified with Christ, nevertheless he 
lives, and the life which he lives in the flesh, he lives 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved him, and 
gave himself for him.fr The foundation of this union 
was laid in the everlasting covenant, when Christ 
assumed their place, and became their surety. It 
actually takes effect in time by the Holy Spirit work- 
ing in them. It makes Christ and tlie believer le- 
gally one, and gives the believer a personal interest 
in his righteousness. It secures to the believer a 
title to all new covenant blessings, and the commu- 
nication of all needful grace. It forms the basis of 
all fellowship with Christ in grace here and in glory 
hereafter. And it shall never be dissolved. Larger 
Catechism, Answer to Question 66. 

XIL This system teaches that, in regeneration, 
conversion and sanctification, the Holy Spirit ope- 
rates by his power immediately and without means, 
on the heart.c How consistent this is with a former 
assertion, viz. That "regeneration is not a superna- 
tural change, we leave the reader to judge. 

In reply to this sentiment, we observe that, while 
the Holy Spirit performs the whole work in the soul, 
from the moment in which Christ fe formed in it the 
hope of glory, till the last remains of corruption are 
destroyed, he commonly works by means of his own 
appointment. "Of his own will begat he us by the 
"word of truth.' 'd "Being born again, not of cor- 
"ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
"God, which liveth and abideth for ever."e "Faith 
"cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
"God.'^" "Sanctify theni through thy truth ; thy 
"word is trath."g "As new born-babes, desire the 
"sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow there- 
"by."A Sinners dead in trespasses and sins are raised 
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from their graves by Almighty power, but thai; 
power, is put forth in the "voice of the "Son oi 
God." The dry bones in the valley of vision are 
made to live, but it is by the prophet's prophesy- 
ing at the command of God. Wherefore we con- 
clude, that, while no means can avail by any virtue 
in them, or without the power Of the Holy Spirit 
accompanying, yet this power of his is put forth 
through the instrumentality of those means which 
infinite wisdom has prescribed ; arid these are such 
as address the understanding immediately, and the 
heart through the understanding. Larger Cate- 
chism, Answer to Question 155. 

XIII. The last which we shall name of the arti- 
cles belonging to this system is, that it is happy for 
the universe that sin has entered ii.a 

If all mpraL excellence consists ii) disinterested 
Benevolence, God must have intended the greatest 
good of the universe in all his plans, and therefore 
"it must be happy for the universe that sin has en- 
tered." Such is the connexion. 

The truth is that all things whatsoever that come 
to pass, from beginning to end, shall be overruled 
to the divine glory. Gpd makes the wrath of man 
to praise him. He will draw a revenue of glory 
from the rebellion both of men and angels. Thus 
far the oracles of God ; and the man who goes far- 
ther, either uses words without meaning, or "in- 
trudes into those things which he hath not seen 9 
"vainly puffed up by his flesnly mind." But it is a 
very prominent feature of this system, and not the 
least . exceptionable, that it employs metaphysical 
su btilty in explaining gospel truth. Confession of 
of Fai th, Chapter 6, Section 6 . " 

Oil the whole, brethren^ it deeply concerns you 
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to be on your guard, lest your minds be corrupted 
from the simplicity, which is in Christ ; lest any 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the word,, 
and not after Christ. 

The truths of the gospel are so plain that the most 
illiterate may understand them in their connexion; 
and he who is running may read. But metaphysi- 
cal disquisition instead oi shedding light on the 
Christian's way, envelopes it in darkness, and leaves 
him in perplexing uncertainty. 

Study the word of God, and bring to it an hum- 
ble and teachable mind ; that ye may receive with 
meekness the ingrafted word, which is able to save 
your souls. 

Accompany your investigation with fervent pray- 
er for the enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit. 

An idea seems widely prevailing, that it is of little 
moment what men's religious sentiments are. We 
trust, brethren, that it is unnecessary to warn you a- 
gainst its insinuations;, as an idea most dishonouring 
to God, most ruinous to the prosperity of the church^ 
and the peace of the believer s own soul ; yea, which 
leads directly to infidelity : or to put you in re- 
membrance that the word of God is given to us, as 
Ihe only rule of faith, and practice, and therefore it 
must ever be of the greatest moment, to have no re- 
ligious sentiment disagreeing with it. 

Union among professing Christians seems to be the 
watchword throughout the Christian world. When 
union consists in a unity of sentiment^ of affection 
and practice, concerning gospel truth and worship, 
nothing can be more lovely or desirable ; nothing- 
more justly demands the exertions of Zion's friends, 
or will more amply reward them. But when it for- 
mally allows a discordancy of views on these parti- 
culars, it is only a nominal connexion, from which 
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nothing can well be expected, but the progressive in- 
fluence of protected error ; and that in the same pro- 
portion, the love of many will wax cold, and the 
whole system of gospel truth be finally perverted. 

But when the latter day glory shall be introduced, 
the "watchmen on Zion's walls shall see eye to eye,'* 
"and they shall have one heart and one way." Then 
will the church look forth as the morning, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible to her enemies 
as an army with banners. Let us endeavour to obey 
the command. "Ye that make mention of the Lord 
'%eep not silence, and give him no rest, until he es- 
tablish, and until he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
?-whole earth." 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you ' 

. Amen. 



To fill up a blank page or two, the following extract from Mr Bradbu. 
?y's sermons on the Doctrine of Baptism, page 1?5, &c. relative to the 
Trinity, are considered worthy of a place. 

It is only by an open profession of the truth, that 
people are honest in baptism. Heathens understand 
thefwm as we do. The three persons are equal in 
perfection of nature, as appears by what each of 
them does distinctly ; in their influence upon the 
saints, as to par don, holiness, perseverance, commu- 
nion, resurrection, happiness, and in glory* 
The last thing that we profess in the ordinance of 
Baptism, by using that form of words which Christ 
himself has given us, is that the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, are ONE in nature, and EQUAL in power and 
glory. This proposition is not distinct from some of 
the former, but rather the full result of them all. 
They are closed by it, they are rolled up in it. , 

First, I have proved that we cannot without idoL 
atry, be baptized into any other name than that o 
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d. As this baptism is the beginning, the figure, the 
obligation to all practice in religion, so we dare not 
offer it to any but the most High. Then, 

Secondly, I have shown you, that this God who 
is owned, either by ourselves or our parents, can be 
no more than one. In so great a work as baptism, 
we are not whiffling with the name of God, and go^ 
ing about it in sport. To say that one has it by na- 
ture and two by title, is to make a jest of the word, 
and reduce the sentence that Christ has given us, 
into vain babbling. The form in which we are 
baptized, has not led us into any of these distinctions. 
And shall we dare to come and play the fool, before 
him that is able to save and to destroy ? As one man 
mocks another, do you so mock him? Shall we 
speak deceitfully for God, not only in his presence^ 
tut .in his covenant ? 

I have exposed to your contempt, the notion of 
subordinate deities^ as unworthy of all religion., 
whether natural or revealed. Nor can we be resign- 
ed to the Son and Holy Ghost, if they are not one 
God with the Father, but under the skreen of a 
mental reservation. If we have meanings not agree-, 
able to the words, we make them not a form of soimd 
words that cannot be condemned ; but corrupt and 
lying speeches, fit for the mouths of those who lie in 
wait to deceive. Christ designed by this very insti- 
tution that we should tell the w r orld what we believe : 
but by such interpretations, our profession is hid. 
At that rate a Turk or an Indian shall neither know 
what we are, nor what our God is. They explain 
the words as we do, and so reject them. They can- 
not suppose that we rnean' one God and two inferior 
beings, but conclude that baptism pays an equalho- 
mage to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. They see 
that there is no subordination in the term ; but an 
undistinguished adoration to no less than three, And 



they npst be of this opinion, If the words are to be 
.taken in their proper sense. Shall we give them oc- 
casion to thirik, that the profession we makednthe 
greatest ordinance of our religion, is not to be under- 
stood? 

Thirdly. I have farther proved, that here is men- 
tion made, neither of more hor fewer than three, into 
whose name we are baptized.. If we conceive of a 
Godhead without a Trinity, it is not that which the 
scripture speaks of, or that to which we are surren- 
dered. We have no more authority, to drop the 
names of Son and Holy Ghost in the administration, 
than that of the Father. A baptism into no more 
than one person may be Indian or Mahometan., but 
it can never .be Christian. 

Fourthly, The form we are to use makes it plain ? 
that these three, are distinct from one another 5> or 
otherwise they would never have been mentioned as 
three. How oddly would it sound, to baptize into 
the name of the Eternal, the Almighty, and the Om- 
niscient, of the holy One, the Just and the Gracious? 
That would be only multiplying words without wis- 
dom. The scripture has given us no such confused 
and empty forms, that are all sound and little sense* 
God does not use to speak of himself, and his proper- 
ties, as if they were thus distinguished ; and especi- 
ally in a form that is to hold as long as the world does. 
That which wants explaining wants mending ; and 
if it was never understood until our age, it is pity 
that other ages had it at all, or should all along be 
tempted to take those for three persons, whom we 
hive diminished into two powers. 



Page 3, line 14, For ungearing read unwearying. . 

Page 12, line 3, 4, read extremely difficult to delineate thai creed^ so that 
every one may recognize his otan likeness in the picture. . ^ 

I'age 16, line 5 from loot, for were read was. 

i'age57, line 24, for confirmed read conformed. 
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;bey must be of this opinion, if the words are to be 
taken in their proper sense. Shall we give them oc- 
casion to think, th.it the profession we make in the 
greatest ordinance of our religion,, is not to be under- 
stood ? 

Thirdly. I have farther proved, that here is men- 
iion made, neither of more nor fewer than three, into 
whose name we are baptized. If we conceive of a 
Godhead without a Trinity, it is not that which the 
scripture speaks of. or that to which we are surren- 
dered. We have no more authority, to drop the 
names of Son and Holv Ghost in the administration, 

/ 

ihan that, of the Father. A baptism into BO more 
Ihan one person may be Indian'ov Mahometan* but 
It can never be Christian. 

Fourthly* The form we are to use makes it plain, 
[hat these three, are distinct from one another, or 
otherwise they would never have been mentioned as 
three-. How oddly would it sound, to baptize into 
the name of the Eternal; the Almighty, and the Gin- 
niscieirt of the holy One. the Just and the, Gracious'" 

t ' ' 

'That would be only multiplying words without wis- 
dom. The scripture has given us no such confused 
and empty forms, that are all sound and little sense 
Gcd dues" not use to speak of himself, and his proper- 
ies. as if they were thus distinguished ; and especi- 
ally in a form that is to hold as long as the world does. 
That which wants explaining wants mending; and 
if it was never understood until our ago. it is pity 
that other ages had it at all, cr should all along be 
tempted to take those .for three persons, whom w<: 
have diminished into two powers, 
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